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If your copy of The Herald does not reach you regularly or sat-
isfactorily, you should phone 340 or drop a card to the office. The
best of service is what we are anxious to give, o don't hesitate to
notify us without delay when you miss your paper,

FBRASKA PRESS ASS Z'I:_; I ON

ASSOCIATE EDITOR

After serving more than eight years as editor in chief of The Al-
liance Herald, 1 feel a sense of relief in stepping down from that posi-
tion, but am glad to retain my conneetion with the paper in the ca-
pacity of associate editor.

At times my work on The Herald has been strenuous, but within
the last few years 1 have written only a small part of what has ap-
peared in the paper, except in thespecial stockmen’s editions.  1In
common with people in general, 1 have made mistakes; 1 regret them:
but | have had a constant deire to serve humanity by doing right at
all times.

In progressive movements 1 have been in the vangunard sufficient-
ly to help to bear the brunt of dhe battlex against reform ; but esen at
that it has not been all grief,

Twenty-six years before the liguor traffic was outlawed in Ne-
braska, | entered the eampaign for constitutional prohibition, as a
newspaper editor and member of the state dry organization. To
know what sacrifices | made and things endured for the canse during
a little more than a quarter of a century would probably surprise
many of my present acquaintanees, I now feel well repaid for all by
the results that I have had a part in obtaining.

After entering the newspaper business in Alliance, 1 opened a
campaign for the adoption of direet legislation, the initiative and ref-
erendum, as old readers of The Herald well know. At that time the
opposition to the measure was so strong as to make my position a
handieap to me in business ; but I stayed by it until 1 had the satisfac-
tion of secing Alliance give a rousing majority for it and helping in
its adoption as a part of the state constitution.

When 1 began the advoeaey of making intelligenee and charae-
ter, rather than sex, the test of one’s right to vote at public cleetions,
women's suffrage was sneered a and many men who at heart favored
it fearved to deelare themselves beeause of the opposition; but when
this question was last voted upon, | had the satisfaction of seeing Al-
liance give it a handsome majority. I have had the further satisfae-
tion of seeing the state legislature at its last session give to women
the right of suffrage so far as it could be extended to them by statn-
tory enactment—and the representative from Alliance took a leading
part in securing that legislation.

Heneeforth, as associate editor of The Herald, 1 ean give only
sparc moments to writing matter for publication, but will be in posi-
tion, | think, to furnish its readers with the eream of state news that
will be of particular interest, and furnish stockmen with information
that will be both interesting and valuable to them.

And dear, old Alliance., There isn't another town on earth that
I love as well.  If duty did not eall me elsewhere, I would rather live
in Allianeo than anywhere else on carth.  Altho 1 have aceepted a
position at the state eapital, 1 still eall Allianee my home and shall
continue to do so.

This is not an adieu, simply an announecement of a change; hut |
feel like making use of the opportunity to thank the many readers of
the paper who have helped and encouraged me by kind words and
co-operation. Oune and all, they have my  ecarnest wish  for  their
health, prosperity and happiness, SJOHN W THOMAS,

KEEPING UP TO DATE

The baby son of a very rich and highly educated man and a re-
fined and gentle woman was kidnapped by a band of Mexican out-
laws. For years the child was held in eaptivity without knowing
anything of his mother or father.

The people among whom he was raised had no edueation.
knew nothing of modern ways of living. They were rough and un-
couth. They dug in the dirt with sticks to eultivate the ground.
They knew nothing of trains or street cars or telephones or automo-
biles or farm tractors or planters or harvesting machinory.

And the boy was like them at twenty-seven years of age.  Civil
ization had passed him by after he was taken from his home in the
midst of learning and eulture, to the home of these ignorant savages,
away from enlightened modern conditions.

Of course he had inherited from gencration after generation of
civilized ancestors a better hrain than the brains of his ignorant eap-
tors and when he was discovered and returned to his people, he made
rapid progress: but he made progress only by keeping in constan!
touch with the eivilized people of his time,

There is a lesson in this poor boy s experience for cach one of us,
We can’t fail to kéep in touch with improvements and stilt get the
benefit of improved conditions.

If any farm family will shut themselves up and shut the vest of
the world out, they will not keep up with eivilization. We can all
learn things from our neighbors. We can read of the experiments
that have been made in the past and the conclusions that have been
reached. We can keep in touch with experts in every line thru the
advertising pages of this paper and other good papers.

If we are to be as suecessiul as our fathers, we must have the ben-
efit of all our fathers knew and of all that has been learned sinee. We
must be as well equipped to meet present conditions as they were
equipped to meet the eonditions of their time.

It is a fine thing to revere the memory of our forefathers but we
must remember that they were leaders in a4 moving  procession  of
progress in their time and that the procession did not halt permanent-
Iy at their graves,

The Chinese have tried ancestor worship for eenturies and have
refused to ehange from the methods and habits of their fathers. They
are several eenturies behind the times, 1t is well to make use of the
experience of the past but it needs to be kept up to date,

No one of us can read the advertisements in this paper without
veallzing the tremendons improvements that are being made in every-
thing that has to de with farm life, And no one can afford to com-
pete with modern methods without having the information which the
experts back of these advertisements arc able to give and are willing
and glad to give,

They

THE COST

The whole vast cost of an American offensive in Europe is but
vemotely suggested by Lord Northeliffe’s estimate of $50 a week
for maintenance alone of every soldier we send to France. This
‘would mean ten million dollars a week, or $520,000000 a year, for
the maintenance of a foree of 200,000, the estimated size of the pro-
posed *‘ Roosevelt army,’’ or $2,600,000,000 a year for an army of a
million men. The pay of the officers and men in such an army of a
million would probably swell this great sum to more than three bil-
lions, and, as two million men would be needed in order to meet the
Germans on anything like equal terms, we can readily figure a yearly

cost of more than six billions without taking account of the expense
of shipbuilding, the losses through submarine attack during trans-
port, and the replacing of these losses and those on the battle front.

No wonder Lord Northeliffe, one of the best informed men in
England, has advised against the rushing to the colors of all sorts of
persons and the inclusion of men in any way unfit in the army we send
to Burope. Even a little army of 200,000 men will cost us $520,000,-
000 a year for maintenance alone, and would require 200 ships carry-
ing & thousand men each to ferry the foree across the Atlantie,
Such figures strengthen the argument already appealing to common
sense in favor of sending only picked, trained, seasoned young men.
It is a job only for regulars, if we had enough of and could spare
them. It is not a job for a ''silk-stocking’’ army of men chosen for
their wealth or social prominence.

THE OLDEST FLAG

We are one of the youngest nations, but never-the-less it has
been shown that, among all the belligerents of the present war, we
have the oldest flag. The Turkish star and ereseent is older than
the Stars and Stripes, but only as a religious emblem—not as a na.
tional banner. The American flag dates back to 1777. The Rus-
sian sed, white and blue also goes back to the eighteenth century,
but only as used separately and not combined as now. The tricolor
of France was adopted in 1791, The British Union Jaek did not
exist in its present form before 1801, the year of the ereation of the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ircland. The German red,
white and black dates back from 1867, as does the flag of Austria-
Hungary, the dual monarehy being formed in that year. The Ital-
ian flag now in use was adopted in 1805, Japah's present flag was
adopted in 1859. The flag of the Chinese is as new as their republie.
Thus it appears that the last flag to enter the great war is the oldest
of them all.

If American destroyers arve already chasing German submarines
in the war zone, our patriots who spend their time in denouneing the
government at Washington may take comfort in the knowledge that
something has been accomplished, after all.

Some American College professors are less cocksure than® those
of Germany appear to be.  Referring to the great problems that must
be solved promptly and wisely at Washington, a Pennsylvania Uni-
versity professor casually remarked the other day: “‘1'm glad that
two persons are not responsible for those . decisions—myself and
Teddy.”

The American loan of %100,000,000 to disturbed Russia segms to
involve risk, even though the money is to pay for purchases in this
country, but it should perform good serviee as proof that we are not
taking the side of any Russian faction and merely wish to back the
nation itself against the common enemy.

A modest, anmonymous American donor —-a rare example in these
times has caused to be handed to Mr. Balfour, head of the British
commission, $2000,000 for the bhenefit of war widows and orphans—
““in appreciation of the enormous sacrifices” made by the people of
(ireat Britain ““to insure the future liberty and happiness of the en-
tire world."’

EDGAR HOWARD SAYS HE WAS FOOLED

Licutenant Governor Edgar Howard, editor of the Columbus
Telegram, is printing an interesting review of the doings of the past
session of the Nebraska legislature.  In his issue of last week he had
the following to say rvegardnig the appointment of a telephone in-
vestigaling commitiee: .

I have heard some men say that they cor:ld not be fooled by any-
hody. | confess that I am not so smart. | can be fooled. 1 was
nicely fooled by the artistie telephone trust lobby last winter. Some
nasty charges were afloat regarding the distribution of favors to leg-
islators byt the telephone trust. The charges were so broad that it
seemed ecrtain some sort of an investigation must be made by the
legislature. And here’s where the swooth lobby got active. I the
move for an investigation committee could only be in friendly tele-
phone hands, then the telephone trust might get out of danger. At
the psyehological moment Senator Wilson, of Dodge county, claim-
ing to be justly indignant beeause of telephone lobhy activity, intro-
duced by vesolution. He was encouraged by Senator Adams, of
Dawes county —a senator who posed as the most implacable foe of the
telephone trust.  Quite naturally 1 appointed Wilson and Adams on
the investigating committee.  That'’s where [ played the part of a
widemouth sucker. 1 have often thought | might have done better
if 1 ad appointed Manager Sanders, of Norfolkh, wo was one of the
most seientifie of telephone lobhyists, together with Casper E. Yost,
president of the Nebraska Telephone company. That investigating
committee was given power to administer oaths and examine witness-
s, but never a witness was examined. 1 did appoint one sure anti-
monopolist on the committee -Senator Chappell, of Kearney county
but he didu’t have any wore show against his two collegues than
a republican in Texas. | do not believe the gang t’uulmlﬂuw very
often duving the winter, but 1 take my hat off to Wally Wilson and
George Adams, hailing them as a pair of the most cunning lads that
ever played the part of angels to the telephone lobby.

THE REAL ISSUE

The position of Represeutative Nisson of Mississippi on the gues-
tiov of the freedom of the press calls to mind that of Thomas Jeffor-
son,  Mr. Sisson says he has not heen fairly treated by newspapers
but that he is “unalterably opposed’” to the eensorship of the press.
1 would rather,”” he declarcs, **that every newspaper in the coun-
try had the absolute right to publish even falschood than to stop
their right to publish the truth and the whole truth.””  Stating the
same general prineiple, Thomas Jefferson said that the freedom of
the press eould not he limited “ without danger of losing it"" and that
oven harmful abuse of such frecdom was *better than European bond-
age. "’ . ) .

T After denouncing British eensorship, which, especially duving
the earlier stage of the war, has undoubtedly been misguided into
useless and harmiul extremes, the Mississippi Congressman said : **1
do not believe the American people, who have been taught from the
foundation of the government to the present time l_hgl free rapn-m-h.
andd a free press shall always be inviolate, would be willing beeause of
a foreign war that the publie press should not publish thv_tg'u_lh about
all officials. If any official does wrong he ought to he eriticised, and
if the eriticism is harsh it will do no harm.”

This is perfeetly sound as far as it goes, but it is apart from the
real question at issue.  Nobody questions the right of the press to
free utterance and there has been no attempt 1o surpress eriticism,
The government, for good reasous, has merely wllhlu-_hl some bits
of information or given them out ouly after delay. "This has eauscd
disturbanee because the people want the news and the newspapers
want to supply it. As a vesult of the outery the Administration has
abandoned for the present the effort to secure a sensorship law and
will rely on the voluntary agreemcnt of the newspapers not 10 pub-
lish military information of use to the encwy. Yet any refleeting
person must realize that this is an unsafe relianee.™ Good intentions
may be readily granted, but good judgment on the part of several
the usand newspaper nanagers is another matter. It is obvious that
whatever i+ known 1o the Ameriean public gencrally will be known
to the neemy and that the withholding of information may at times
be imperative. 4 _

Seercey or censorship in war time is n itself no less a correet
principle than the freedom of the press.  As for the eriticism of pub-
lic officials, there is not only no attewmpt but no possibility of stop-
ping it. We hear it and read it constantly. The experts of the Gen-
eralSiaff and War College know how to solve the appallingly serious
military problems now confronting the nation, if anvhody does, yel
their recommendations arve flouted and denounced by hundreds of
writers and public speakers every day, mere amateurs and inexper-
ieneed observers taking it upon themselves to direet or regulate the
professionals. All this is both unfortunate and harmful but, under

our institutions, inevitable.

The GREATEST Phonograph OFFER
Made By The Greatest Piano House

* The Schmoller & Mueller Piano Co., of Omaha °

Anybody can own a

Columbia Grafonola

the worlds oldest and best Ebonoguph
and start the New Year with music in
the home if they will take advantage of
our unprecedented offer of — no money
down—30 days free trial—2 to 3 years to
pay.  Write at once for our special in-
ducement to first buyers and seg .what a
wonderful proposition we have in Store
for you. 3

~ "l"l')lllr FINE “;!HI'IT gnkargﬁu and {e'uloutiom (9 double
cords) of your own choice, in Oak, gany or Walnut, piaso Gaish,
42 inches high, 19§ inches square with oonpcﬂ:wnl for u::rdlr‘ .

only $80.85

Fill oot this Coupoa lor Catalog snd Full lalormatioa.
Schmoller & Mueller Piano Co.,
1311-13 Farnam St., Omaha Neb,

Please send me catalog and full particulars how to try a Columbia Crafonola
free in my home, also information about your unexcelied payment offer.
e
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Have You a Long Head

For Figures

77

YOU want 4o keep down the running expense of your car.

HOW? : .

Be different from the autoists who batler the life out of a
car by uscless speed, unwise driving and constant neglect of

little things.
Be careful—it means money in your pocket |

Let us overhaul your engine and put everything in tip-top
running shape for the busy season strain, Take good eare of

your ear.

"NICOLAI & SON f

PHONE 164
AUTO LIVERY
AUTO REPAIRING

GARAGE
TIRES AND SUPPLIES

LEARN SHORTHAND BY THE NEW, SWIFT, SURE SNELL
INDIVIDUAL—INSTRUCTION METHOD

. Let me tell you a bit of a seeret, don't let anybody teach you short-

hand by the "class'’ method. 1It's the slow way, it holds you back, f
you've got to wait on somebody else. The longer he takes, the long-

er it takes you. Snell Shorthand is entirely different., The teach-

ing is individual. We study YOU—see just what you want, then plan

out a course for YOU-—you can advance as fast as others, If you're -
apt, studious and persevering you can complete the course and qual- -~ v
ify for $60 to $100 position in oviy three to four months—no charge

if it takes you longer. Send tolay for full information.

CIVIL SERVICE SCHOOL,

KITTREDGE BLDG. DENVER

DYE & OWENS
Transfer Line

HOUSEHOLD GOODa
moved promptly, and -
Transfer Work sollelt

Residence phone 636 and Blue 574

BUY THAT FARM NOW

l.ook at these splendid lands of Southwestern Nebraska and ‘
Naorthwestern Colorado before you make eropping arrangements for |
1918, Don't make a rental contract for the coming year that puts |
yvou nowhere toward a permanent home until you have looked into
the crop recorvds of these arcas. Go out and talk to the farmers of
these eounties,—you'll find them prospering and ready to tell you
that an invesment you must make to properly equip for renting an
Eastern farm will put you at work on your own account in their
neighborhood and on the road to independence.

I have two new folders setting forth the agrieultural eonditions,
one for Nebraska and one for Colorado, illustrated with local farm
seenes amd maps showiug loeation. They are free, Let me put
vou an touch with the best farin bargains offered today.

Wi

8. B. HOWARD, Immigration Agent, C. B. & Q.

Burlinaton

1004 Farnam St., Omaha, Nebr.

Route.




